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Fire and Building Chiefs K
Commodore Gerry Di

Him $&5,000
IT Is Impossible that from fifteen to a f

hundred persons should die a frightful r

death and that forty others should be f
! bt rned or injured In broad daylight on i
>" w York's most fashionable avenue in,a

i stelry where price was hardly considered s

end there be no one to blame. .1
: The Windsor Hotel was a death trap, j
"IDhief of the Fire Department Bonner has so c

j ptatedf Chief of the Building Department 1

Brady has so stated; the insurance people s

knew Jt, and yet the Windsor Hotel was r

allowed to do business right along. c

Somebody was to blame for that. The \

hotel belonged to Commodore Gerry, who is a

;ordinarily reckoned a good citizen. Commo- 1

idore Gerry knew that the Windsor was a

Jplaee of dreadful danger, and that only t
611nd good fortune staved off the day of t
horror. r

There Is no question of Commodore Ger?ty'sguilty knowledge. It was his house ^

end he paid the insurance on it, and the j
Insurance people charged $9 a thousand for c

the policy, on the ground that the risk was i
hazardous In the extreme. ^^ LQ 1

But It Was Profitable. a*

Of course. Commodore Gerry did not run 11

the hoteL. He had a fireproof residence 1

-elsewhere and rented the place to Warren 1

iF. Heland. The rental that It brought to 1

Commodore Gerry tvas $83,000 a year, and 1

'for that price he permitted a thousand 1

[men, women and children to Temain in s

constant peril of the death that came to 1

some of them on Friday last.
The only defence of the hotel owner is

that he did all the law compelled him to t

jdo. He put up such fire escapes and
artery appuunces ub was oouipeuea i"

maintain, and then, feeling that he had *

'protected himself technically against prose'
cution for manslaughter in the event of *

the worst, he let the people, heedless or
1

ignorant -.of the terrible risk they were

taking, take chances on their fate.
Commodore Gerry is a very rich man. To ^

have torn down the death trap ,of which he
was the owner and erected a hotel of a

modern sort wherein the slightest accident
would not be sure to result in wholesale
slaughter was quite within his resources.
He did not have to do it. and because he

did not have to do it New York City is in
mourning to-day, and there Is a ghastly
rubbish heap on beautiful Fifth avenue that
VifHoc cfimothtnf, en crlmQflxr thnt 1 c* TxrVir,

see;:i\he smoke and stenm still rising from
it dare not give their thoughts full swing.

Who Is to Blame? <
Why did not Commodore Gerry (have to c

make his Windsor building a safe human j
habitation? Answer that question and i

.you will have answered the next, which i
is, "Who Is to blame?" i

"The Windsor was a fire trafp. Such an i
;edifice could not be put up within the limitsof New York to-day," said Fire Chief (
Bonner in his interviews ifter the catas- (
t »«AnV a

i

Windsor Hotel I knrvr to be an un-jl
\
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BLAME LIES
WINDSOR Hi

^new That the Windsor Ho
d Not Tear Down His Deal
a Year, Because He Did Nol

It building, but the department could do thi
tothlng but make the proprietor put up th<
ire escapes, which was done," said Super- I
ntendent of Buildings Thomas J. Brady. m's
If the law is as monstrously Inadequate po!

is to have no' means of preventing the As
naintenance of a menace to human life as be!
treat as an ordinary pestilence, even that bis
loes not relieve Fire Chief Bonner of the tio
uoral responsibility for Its existence. He hei
iaysnowtha t the Windsor was notoriously 'J
insafe and unfit, a death trap of the worst lor
irder, and tells fluently of its lack of cross bu
vails and the presence of wooden girders du
ind all the other elements that made It a 1Ln

nurderoug tlnderbox. _

Why should the fire chief wait until O'
he building was an ash«dieap and its violinsburned and mangled bodies before
naklng this announcement? p..
The Windsor guests were people of "

vealtli, able to live practically where they
)leased. It is improbable that a single.one
>f those living at the hotel on Friday would
lave been there if the lire chief had made rj
lis official knowledge public. n,i
It is as much his business to iprotect peo- f,c

)le from fires' that may occur as to put |;u
hose flres out with the minimum of loss a

vhtn they do occur. A mere announcenenton his official word that the Windsor vvl
vas a fire trap would have saved these coi

T T.. .j u. m,la\
ivei*. xauu ne ouiu uu iuuisuay wuac in* ^
raid on Friday about It, the hotel would ra£
lave been empty. fo<

ha
Why Not Give Warning?

ev<
And this applies as truly to the Building j-0i

Superintendent as to the FireChigf. These lat
lien, by reason of their official positions !J"
111 d their technical knowledge were aware roi
.liat a thousand persons were blindly in l0_
;reat danger, aud never spoke the warning ca,
vord. pe
The Windsor was not the only Are trap ^in New York. There are places .as bad or op

vorse, carrying as'many persons constantly In
in the very presence of the same danger. J!®At a recent fire Chief Bonner said, men- jus
ioning one of the largest hotels on Broad-
way: ^"God knows what would happen if a wj
fire got a start late at night in that hotel, ve
The entire department would be needed to V1
extinguish a\ blaze there, and the guests pS.would not have time to escape. pr
"The balls are narrow and run criss-cross

There are hundreds of rooms, and the hotel
is always a busy one, full of guests. l"
"The building is a very large one, and

>ld, and a veritable tinder box. God alone
:ould gave the human beings caught in such
i trap. I always regard with dread any
ilarm of Are coming at night from a box
n the neighborhood of this hotel. And.
worse still, there are other structures of ca
ts kind in the city." 'I
It does not seem to enter the mind of foi

IMef Bonner that there Is anything in his w<

luty that compels him to name these places
is publicly as he can and ke^p the word ng
Defore the public that they are taking af'

OF Li
"S

RHR

OLOCAUST.
tel Was a Tinder Box,
th Trap, Which Paid
t Have To.
;ir lives in their hands when they entei
?se hotels,
Te will say that It would savor of black
ill to do anything of the sort, and thai
ssibly his motives would be misconstrued
between the danger of a hotel keepei

lieving that Chief Bonner was trying t<
ickmail him and the danger of a repeti
n of Friday's crime there is no room foi
sitancy.
Che contingency involved in the suggest
t may seem unpleasant to the fire chief
l it wouiu oe a new ruie oc conuuct n

ty was not to be performed because ii
reived discomfort or mlsjudgment.

CANNEL SAYS BUILDING
LAWS NEED REVISION,

e Commissioner Declares That the
Regulations Governing Hotels Are

Altogether Inadequate.

Che chairman of the Board of Fire 0>>m
ssloners, John J. Scannel, was avvaj
ni Yew York when the Windsor burned
t as »ooi: as lc> Heard of the lire be tool
train for ;he city. U<- is m-.. t gatlui
causes which led to the tire, and say.'

ildiugs are very much In need of re
deb requires persons owning building!
istructed Jndor to the enactment of tin
vs of 1892 to cover the roofs with tin in
>nd of tar, the material with which s<
iny roofs are now covered. These t:n
>fs are very inflammable, and yet w>
ve no protection from them.
'The present regulations require tha
ery room iu a liotel should have a rop<use in case of tire, yet there is 110 regUion us to the kind of rope this must be
d this is the reason so many women ii
:einpting yesterday to come down bj
tes had their hands cut and were foree<let go.
'There should also be two or three stair
ses in every hotel building, and whetople register at a hotel the employe:ould be required to explain to them tinatlon of the staircases and the way t<
erate the Are escapes and the apparatusalmost every case this will seem like
edless precaution, but sometimes man;es will be saved by just this little bit o
it ruction.
'I have given this matter great atten
>n. and expect to make some recommen
tion very shortly as to legislation oileb we are very much in need. Th
sted rights of owners have so far r<
rded our reforms, but I think human lif
as valuable as vested rights, and I pro
se to see if something cannot be done t
oteel the guests who patronize ou
tels."

ORMER LESSEE HAWK
HAD ALWAYS FEARED II
dr. Hawk, of Hawk <fc Wetherbee, lessee
the Manhattan Hotel, and up to ISO

isees of the Windsor, said yesterday tha
was simply overcome with the dread'fu

lamity. He continued:
'I have feared just, such a thing as tbi
r a long time. When we had the hote
> realized its perilous condition, and I nr
re that Mr. Leland realized it just, as w
i. We did everything possible to Insur
alnst a Are, but calamities of this kin
ways ooine when we least expect them.

DEAD 17 i
VIISSING 68 r
NJURED 39 J
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Firemen worked unceasingly dui

tims or valuable property, which is cc
queathed more than a million dollars

2,ooo WORK
; DYNAM
A Few Valuables Turned Uf

t The W

IT Is expected that by noon to-day 2,OOC
men will be at work on the smoking
debris of the Windsor Hotel.

Last night the* number was increased
from 200 to 800.

It is hoped that by Tuesday night every
particle of the debris will have been over'hauled.

, At 9 o'clock last night men began to
' tear down the fragments of wall on the
I Fifth avenue side, and said that before
daybreak this part of the task would be

s completed.
The work will continue night and day

) till all is done.
r A formless mass of smoking, steaming
i brick was all that was left yesterday, of the
c splendid Windsor Hotel. Here and there a

j beam lay among the wreckage, but there
was little besides the burned and blackened

J brick.
And, most wonderful of all, the nuns

' scarcely rose above the level of the street.
It could scarcely be called the "ruins" of

1 the hotel. So fierce had been the fire that
. little was left that had the form and sem^blance of a building.

» 4- (limn nninta narrow shafts of
1 L I. *» V/ V J. t. xx x v u 1/ 7

brick.the remains of comers.arose. Had
f it not been for these there would have

been absolutely nothing even to show that
any building had ever stood there.

f
e Great, Curious Growds,
p Crowds began to gather early in the
- morning, and at times the police had diffi0culty in keeping theui in check. Now and

then some one appeared who feared that a

friend or relative was among the lost, but
such inquirers were gently told that it
would be hours before any progress could

[ be made at removing the debris, and they
went wearily away,

s The snow and then the heavy rain that
5 followed it, falling on the hot mass, added
t to the great cloud of steam which, mingled
'I with the smoke from the smoiibleririe

s debris, rose in such blinding density that
1 at times one could not see ten feet in front
n of his face.
® Many men were put to work, under the
,j direction of the Department of Buildings,

clearing away the debris, and soon after
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G OFF THE RUINS
ing all the rain and sleet of yesterday, delvir
>vered by the debris. No bodies were recover*

MEM TO QP A
I VlJL^l N 1 W <JL^r

ITE USED TC
), but the Mass of Debris I
ork Is Dangerous, Because of

Menacingly Above tf

noon the number was Increased to nearly
two hundred. It was dangerous work, but
the men. kept at it fearlessly.
They could work to advantage only on

the wreckage n the streets. They tried
several times, indeed, to get at the mass

where the hotel had stood* but as often
as they uncovered layers of broken brick,!
little flames leaped up at them, and denser
smoke almost suffocated them, showing
that beneath the mass there still lay mum
of fire. Not till this morning will work on

the principal mass be begun. The men

worked In constant danger from the threateningcolumns and from frequent explosionsof gas.
Fifth avenue was filled with littered

wreckage, as were Forty-sixth and Fortyj
seventh streets, and the 200 men began sysjtemafically to clear it away. They worked
cautiously, for at any moment they might
uncover some body caught in the tumble
of the walls. And they might at any time
unearth jewelry or valuables.
The workmen talked in whispers of

stories of the dead and missing, and those
in Forty-seventh street worked with especialcare, because they knew of the ru-

iiior mar a woman wtio nuu icupcu jusi ucforethe wall fell was buried there.
Fire tngines Still at Work.

Several Are engines worked at the smoulderingfire throughout the day, and 150 policemen,first in charge, of Inspector Harleyand then of Inspector Brooks, held back
the crowds or watched the slow process of
handling the bricks.
The crowds were very silent. Men, womenaud children stood at the lines, heedless

of the soaking rain, and watched in awe.

phief Bonner.' of the Fire Department;
Commissioner Brady and Superintendent
Dooner, of the Department of Buildings,
were among the city officials who spent
some time at the scene yesterday and exercisedan oversight over the work of the
wreckers.
Rumors of bodies found flew frequeafly

about the streets, but none was more than
a rumor.

It is near the spot where stood the main
entrance at the centre of the Fifth avenue
front that most of the missing dead are
expected to be found, for it is thought that
many were caught and overcome by the
fire just before the entrance was reached.

It is also thought that several lV»ed
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OF THE WINDSOR

ig aud digging into the ruins of the Windsor
id, but the will of B. W. Jones, a resider

vRGITthhIR
) BLOW DO
s Still Too Hot to Permit o:

the Remnants of Wall That
le Searchers' Heads.

into an interior court, and there met their
death, and it is to avoid Throwing more
wreckage into this court that no effort is
to be made, unless its condition becomes
threatening, to tear down an isolated fragmentof the hotel at the extreme northeasterncorner.
An interesting feature of yesterday's happeningswas the attempt made from time

to time to throw down, with dynamite, the
several tall shafts that loomed, ghostlike,
in the centre of the swaying smoke.
Workmen perilous'y crept to the base of

these shafts, made holes in them, put in
the dynamite, attached wires and crept
back. Then the policemen, firemen and
watchers retreated to a safe distance, a

battery was touched and a sharp explosion
would take place.

One Column Thrown Down!
Most of these attempts were futile, but

one at 4:15 p. m. brought down a swaying
column with a crash.
In these attempts several men were painfullybruised and cut, but none was injured

seriously.
All day long a policeman stood at a windowat the rear of No. 7 West Forty-sixth

street, looking at a spot, across a broad,
open space, where the valuable jewels of
Frederick S. Flower, a nephew of former
Governor It. P. Flower, lay buried.
Young Flower occupied rooms on the secondfloor of the Windsor, and the window

of his aDartments faced the rear areaway.
His valet, an Englishman, lu the excitementof the fire, wrapped the jewel cases in
a rug and ran with it to the platform of
tlie fire escape. He then rushed back into
the rooms and the flames cut him off from
where the jewels were.
He escaped by another way, and a heavy

mass of brick fell on the platform and
carried it and the jewels to the bottom of
the area. It was too dangerous yesterday
to venture near the spot, and so it was

arranged that some policemen guard the
spot from a distance, ijjht ad day. till the
jewels are recovered. The value is not
stated, but is understood to be many thousandsof dollars.
Early in the afternoon several workmen

were startled by hearing what at first
seemed cries from the ruins. They listened,
and found that it was the wailing of a dog.
Several made their way,over the hot wrecki"AfVninri o ifttia fnT fprripr hpturned
in by bricks and a beam. It was lifted out
and handed to inspector Harley.
On the collar was a tagt No. 8.702. and

the address No. 123 West Fifty-flfth street.
It was found that it was owned by Mrs,
J. W. Duane. who lives at the address,
and lost the dog on Friday.
While It was possible that the doj, excited
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MOTEL.
Hotel, in the search for bodies of t!<v

it of the hotel, was found. It beUINS;

WN WALLS.
f Laborers Digging in It Yet.
Totter

and lost, crept into the wreckage yester[day. it is more likely that It actually re|raalned there during the Are, its life saved
by the streams of water poured near the
entrance to the hotel.
Late in the afternoon the lines of work\men steadily digging their way toward the

sidewalks from the middle of the streets
about the hotel, began to tind valuable, as
well as to unearth fragments of clothing,
furniture and beds. Now and then & spoon
or brush was found.
At 4:30 p. m. a workman dug out on

Forty-sixth street a will for a million dollars'worth of property, made out by BenjaminN. Jooes, a bide and leather met.
chant, of No. 38 Spring street, whose home
was at the Windsor.
The will was dated May 17, 1894, and

was perfectly legible. It made several
bequests of from $60,000 to $125,000, and
stated that to her son the testator left
$200,000 more than to his daughters as the
son had use for it In his business. Frank
H. Sharts and the testator's wife were
named as executors.
William L. Snyder, attorney at law, had

,4«.nu-ii 11.. iVia ii'lll Knf Ko T1/-.4 K.^
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found at his office last night, nor could he
be rearihed at his home in Athenia. N. J.
The head office of Mr. Jones was given

as London, England.
Mr. Jones has not been heard of since the

fire, and it is feared that he is among
the lost, in which case his strangely preservedand strangely foun Testament will
be of great value.
At 7:17 a trunk was taken from the

debris on Fifth avenue. It was badly
smashed, and was found to contain women'sclothing, a book of Mullins's sermona.
and a book marked in gold letters, "MeKinley."It is thought to have belonged
to Mrs. Abner McKlnle.v's maid.
At 8:05 another trunk was found near

L T* 1, t. iinKnolrort on d rr» o c t a 1-on to

tljp East Fifty-first street police station.
A frame shed has been built on the Fifth

avenue side, and there, on quitting work,
every workman will be compelled to submitto a search. So great was the cnantityof jewels lost by patrons of the hotel
that the authorities realize that at any
moment valuable finds may be made, an.l
that the enforcement of this rule wlil be a
complete protection.
Humors of incendiarism were current

among the police and onlookers. It was
pointed out by those who held this view)
that many jewel robberies may easily have
occurred in the time of the fire panic; that
thieves may have planned the fire at a
time when patrons and servants alike were
at the front windows to watch the parade.
and that there i» evidence of some of the'
eye witnesses that points to two different,
fires.on" starting on the Forty-sixth/
street side and the other oa the Forty]
seventh. 1
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